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VANCOUVER COMMUNITY COLLEGE EDUCATION COUNCIL  
MEETING MINUTES 

November 14, 2023 
3:30–5:30 p.m., Videoconference 

ATTENDANCE 

Education Council Members 
Natasha Mandryk (Chair) 
Sarah Kay (Vice-Chair) 
Belinda Kaplan 
Brianna Higgins 
Dana Valeria Rodriguez 
Arellano 
Dave McMullen  

David Wells 
Dennis Innes 
Derek Sproston  
Emily Simpson 
Heidi Parisotto 
Jessica Ligeralde 
Kseniia Osipova 

Lisa Beveridge 
Louise Dannhauer 
Marcus Ng 
Shirley Lew 
Todd Rowlatt 
Vivian Munroe 

Regrets 
Simranjot Kaur
Guests
Claire Sauvé 
Clay Little 
David Kirk 
Dawn Cunningham Hall 
Herbie Atwal 
Janet Latter 
Jennifer Gossen 

Jeremy White 
Jo-Ellen Zakoor 
John Demeulemeester 
Julia Slade 
Julie Gilbert 
Ken McMorris 
Les Apouchtine 

Lucy Griffith 
Mark Chiarello 
Marnie Findlater 
Nuala Rochfort 
Rebeccah Bennett 
Stefan Nielsen 
Willy Aroca Aguirre 
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6. BUSINESS ARISING 

a)  EdCo Elections & Welcome to New Members 

�ƒ Following the recent elections, new EdCo members were welcomed: S. Kaur, D. Rodriguez Arellano, J. 
Ligeralde (student representatives); B. Higgins, E. Simpson, L. Beveridge (faculty representatives); and 
K. Osipova (staff representative). V. Pardalis Munroe, M. Ng, L. Dannhauer, T. Rowlatt and N. Mandryk 
were re-elected.  

�ƒ Departing members were thanked for their service on EdCo and its standing committees: A. Oliver 
(staff representative); A. Sellwood and J. Schappert (faculty representatives); and G. Sarnoh, S. Singh, 
and E. Cheung (student representatives).  

b) Enrolment Plan Update 

�ƒ Following the announcement of updates to the Enrolment Plan at the last meeting, J. Latter attended 
the meeting to respond to questions. The proposal from the Registrar’s Office and Institutional 
Research is to remove projected full-time equivalent (FTE) student numbers and solely report 
projected registrations. Actual FTE numbers from the previous fiscal year would continue to be 
reported. 

�ƒ The rationale is to simplify and streamline the reporting process. Registrations are the authoritative 
measure used in enrolment planning, and FTE calculations are not standardized between programs or 
registrations.  

�ƒ There were questions about the impact of this change on comparisons with previous years. For 
example, if a program’s structure/number of courses was significantly revised, the number of 
registrations would automatically deviate from previous years, making comparisons more difficult. 
Notes could be added to the Enrolment Plan document to explain changes based on program 
revisions. However, it is not feasible to provide FTE calculations for only a select number of programs. 
Discussions about the approach for next year’s plan will continue.  

�ƒ Education Council reviews Enrolment Plan drafts each year in February and March and makes a 
recommendation on approval to the Board of Governors at the end of March. An educational session 
for Education Council members around enrolment planning will be held in the new year. 

c) English Language Proficiency (ELP) Requirements - Report 

�ƒ D. McMullen shared a report on various English language assessment tools and related student 
achievement as measured by grade point average (GPA). The motivation for the report is the addition 
of new tools, such as Duolingo, prompted by the pandemic. VCC has also recently begun using 
Accuplacer, and not enough information was available to 
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d) 
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0607 created. Adjustments to learning outcomes across the three courses were requested by 
Curriculum Committee and completed.  

ii)  
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c) Education Quality Committee (EQC) 

i)  Annual Program Review 2023 

�ƒ T. Rowlatt reported that Annual Program Review (APR) information was sent to department leaders 
earlier in the month. The committee will review reports in the new year to identify key themes.  

8. CHAIR REPORT  

�ƒ N. Mandryk reported that J. Shin will provide a written update on Strategic Innovation Plan (SIP) 
objectives to EdCo later this month, followed by a Q&A session at the December EdCo meeting.  

�ƒ The Academic Governance Council met on November 6 at BCIT’s Burnaby campus and remotely. The 
council is made up of EdCo chairs and vice-chairs from institutions across B.C. Representatives shared 
institutional reports highlighting major change initiatives, governance updates, and areas of EdCo 
interest or development. Topics of discussion included the role of the registrar in academic 
governance, policy review and development processes, micro-credentials, generative AI and academic 
integrity, and strategies for establishing dedicated Indigenous member seats on education councils.  

9.


