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students with school-aged children, and the potential impact on enrolment. The email was shared with 
EdCo members after the meeting. 

6. BUSINESS ARISING 

a)

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/post-secondary-education/funding-review/ffr-submissions/vancouver-community-college_ffr-submission.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/post-secondary-education/funding-review/ffr-submissions/vccfa_ffr-submission.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/post-secondary-education/funding-review/ffr-submissions/suvcc_ffr-submission.pdf
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purpose of the process to capture and provide information to the ministry; VCC’s delivery costs will 
not be reviewed in isolation, but in comparison to other institutions offering similar programming.  

c)  Research Advisory Council 

▪ D. Wells reported that the Research Advisory Council (RAC) met on September 22 to review and revise 
its terms of reference. The draft document was presented; the revised version still needs to be 
approved by RAC. The committee is chaired by the VP, Academic & Research. The group’s duties 
include establishment of research priorities for VCC, work on research-related policies and procedures, 
and adjudication of internal research funding.  

▪ As applied research is becoming more of a priority for the ministry, the goal is to build foundational 
capacity at VCC
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▪ T. Rowlatt added that one more change was made to the program content guide after distribution of 
the meeting package: the program learning outcomes were updated to align more closely with the 
language in the other two certificates.  

▪ The tuition change proposal for the 11-month programs is currently under review by the ministry; the 
two significantly revised programs will then move forward to the Board of Governors for approval of 
tuition and implementation. As this will also apply to the Baking Foundation Certificate, the motion 
was amended to recommend approval to the Board of Governors.  

b) Policy Committee 

▪ No report; the committee did not meet this month.   

c) Appeals Oversight Committee 

▪ N. Mandryk re-opened the conversation about the Appeals Oversight Committee (AOC) and 
considerations to carry on the work of this EdCo standing committee in a different structure. 

▪ The committee’s duties were reviewed, which include recruitment and training of individuals to serve 
on appeals committees/panels; collection of anonymous data on appeals and outcomes; review and 
recommendations to the College on resources required to adequately respond to appeals; and 
providing feedback to Education Council on the overall functionality of VCC’s appeals processes.  

o Training: The original (later abandoned) plan was to form an appeal hearing committee that would 
meet monthly; a significant number of individuals needed to be trained to serve on this committee. 
However, there are very few appeals to Education Council (two appeals in the last two years); most 
academic appeals are managed at the dean’s level. An online Moodle training course has been 
developed, reducing the need for in-person training.  

o Data collection: Education Council keeps data only on appeals to EdCo. Some data on other 
academic appeals has been tracked in the School of Health Sciences. N. Mandryk plans to discuss a 
suitable process for data collection with Student Services and the Registrar’s Office. 

o Review and recommendations on resources & feedback to EdCo on appeals processes: 
N. Mandryk suggested moving this aspect into a separate working group consisting initially of the 
EdCo Chair, the AVP Students & Enrolment Services, a Students’ Union (SUVCC) representative, and 
the Arbiter of Student Issues.  

▪ It was noted that Education Council’s key responsibility related to appeals is to “set policies and 
procedures for appeals by students on academic matters and establish a final appeal tribunal for 
these appeals” (College and Institute Act, RSBC 1996, c 52, s 24(e)). In addition to this, N. Mandryk 
suggested EdCo retain the responsibility to maintain training materials and add this as an action 
item on the annual planning calendar. The next step will be to form the working group and continue 
conversations with Student Services and other areas around data collection, appeals practices, and 
feedback. 

▪ There were questions about related policies. D.4.2 Student Grievance will be rescinded once a 
webpage for student complaints has been set up. Policy C.1.2 Appeal of Final Grade was last revised 
in 2016 and is up for review. N. Mandryk will follow up on this policy.  

▪ During previous discussions of policy A.2.1 Appeal to Education Council on Educational Matters, the 
question of defining academic matters was raised. This will be discussed during the policy review. 
Currently, students can appeal matters to EdCo that pertain to two policies: C.1.2 Appeal of Final 
Grade and D.4.5 Academic Integrity.  

https://moodle.vcc.ca/course/view.php?id=5375
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d) Education Quality Committee 

i) Annual Program Reviews – 


