
 

 
 

Vancouver Community College Education Council 
Meeting Agenda 

March 7, 2023 
3:30–5:30 p.m. Videoconference 

https://vcc.zoom.us/j/66323468506 
 

  Topic  Action  Speaker  Time  Attachment  Page 

1.   CALL TO ORDER    N. Mandryk       
           

2.   ACKNOWLEDGEMENT    G. Sarnoh       

3.   ADOPT AGENDA  Approval  N. Mandryk  1 min    1‐2 

4.   APPROVE PAST MINUTES  Approval N. Mandryk  1 min    3‐7 

5.    ENQUIRIES & CORRESPONDENCE  Info  N. Mandryk  1 min     

6.    BUSINESS ARISING           

  a. Budget Update   Info  J. Choi   15 min     

  b. Annual Update – Deans & 
Directors: Part 2 

Info  J.‐E. Zakoor, 
T. Morgan 
L. Griffith,  
S. Lew 

30 min     

  c. Duolingo English Language 
Assessment  

Approval  D. McMullen  10 min    8‐9 

  d. English Language Proficiency 
Equivalencies: Addition of 
Pearson Test of English (PTE) 
and English 10 

Approval  D. McMullen  15 min    10‐11 

  e. Guiding Questions for EdCo 
Curriculum Approvals 

Info  N. Mandryk  5 min     

7.   COMMITTEE REPORTS           

�� i. New Course: ACED 0715 
Previous Work and Job 
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9. CHAIR REPORT Info  N. Mandryk 5 min 

10. STUDENT REPORT Info  G. Sarnoh 5 min 

11. NEXT MEETING & ADJOURNMENT  Info N. Mandryk 1 min 

Special Meeting:
March 16, 2023, 3:30‐4:30 p.m.

Next regular meeting: April 11,
2023, 3:30‐5:30 p.m.
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5. ENQUIRIES��&��CORRESPONDENCE��

�ƒ There��were��none.��

6. BUSINESS��ARISING��

a) Annual��Update��–��Deans��&��Directors:��Part��1��

�ƒ Annual��updates��were��presented��by��J.��Gossen,��Director��of��International��Education;��D.��McMullen,��
Registrar;��and��C.��Munro,��AVP,��Student��and��Enrolment��Services.��This��year,��presentations��focused��on��
providing��context��and��themes��for��EdCo��to��consider��related��to��curriculum��and��educational��policy.����

�ƒ There��were��questions��about��capacity��to��accommodate��growth��in��International��Education.��There��is��
pent�rup��demand��following��the��pandemic,��and��the��conversion��rate��(students��accepting��offers��of��
admission)��has��been��higher��than��forecast,��due��to��changes��to�� ��
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�ƒ There��were��questions��about��significant��differences��between��budgeted��numbers��and��actuals��from��last��
year��in��several��areas��(Baking,��AST,��and��Hair��apprenticeships;��Drafting;��missing��Nail��Technology��
numbers).��Some��apprenticeship��courses��are��budgeted��but��did��not��run��last��year��due��to��low��enrolment;��
there��are��discussions��with��SkilledTradesBC��around��industry��needs.����
D.��Wells��will��follow��up��with��deans��on��the��questions��raised.��Further��inquiries��can��be��directed��to��A.��
Sellwood��or��N.��Mandryk.����

d) Annual��Affiliation��Agreements��Update��

�ƒ D.��Wells��presented��the��annual��update��and��suggested��creating��a��framework��for��different��types��of��
affiliation��agreements.��

�ƒ Questions��were��raised��about��International��Education��referring��students��to��private��language��schools��for��
English��language��instruction,��and��whether��the��option��of��providing��equivalent��training��in��house��has��
been��explored.��There��have��been��conversations��in��this��regard,��including��at��EdCo��meetings��in��2019.��

e) Affiliation��Agreements��with��Private��Institutions��–��School��of��Hospitality,��Food��Studies��&��
Applied��Business��

�ƒ D.��Innes��reported��on��affiliation��agreements��with��private��institutions,��particularly��in��hospitality��
management.��Articulation��agreements��allow��students��to��either��transfer��into��year��2��of��VCC’s��diploma��
program,��or��to��ladder��into��VCC’s��degree��program��after��completion��of��a��2�ryear��diploma��at��a��private��
institution.��The��experience��has��been��positive;��transfer��students��tend��to��be��successful,��as��they��are��well��
prepared��due��to��previous��study��and/or��work��experience.��The��additional��pool��of��applicants��has��enabled��
VCC��both��to��mitigate��attrition��and��expandudy� �d u e� � m i t i g a t e
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�ƒ K.��Brooke��presented��the��proposal��to��suspend��the��Teaching��Online��Certificate��(TOC).��The��program��was��
developed��following��the��renewal��of��the��Provincial��Instructor��Diploma��Program��(PIDP)��and��
Online/eLearning��Instruction��Certificate��(ONEL)��in��2018/19.��At��that��time,��it��was��felt��that��online��
teaching��should��remain��separate��from��the��general��PIDP.��However,��the��pandemic��has��led��to��a��
significant��shift��towards��online��teaching��as��the��norm.��

�ƒ The��courses��developed��for��the��TOC��are��also��offered��as��electives��in��the��PIDP,��with��good��uptake.��
However,��enrolment��in��the��separate��TOC��program��has��been��too��low��to��make��this��program��viable.��The��
proposal��is��to��suspend��the��TOC��but��continue��offering��the��courses��as��electives��in��the��PIDP.��The��
department��is��working��on��a��plan��to��teach��out��the��TOC��to��enrolled��students.����

�ƒ It��was��suggested��to��consider��offering��higher�rlevel/advanced��training��in��online��teaching��in��the��future.��

A.��Oliver��left��the��meeting��at��5:06��p.m.��

h) Concept��Paper:��Automotive��Parts��and��Service��Management��Diploma��

�ƒ L.��Griffith��presented��the��concept��paper��for��this��new��program,��which��will��prepare��students��for��success��
in��a��variety��of��roles��within��the��automotive��industry,��including��parts��and��service��management,��parts��
sales��and��service,��and��customer��service.��This��program��is��also��an��option��for��those��with��experience��in��the��
automotive��industry��looking��to��advance��their��
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c) Education��Quality��Committee��

i) Program��&��Education��Services��Renewal��Schedules��2022�r2027��

�ƒ T.��Rowlatt��presented��the��renewal��schedules.��It��was��suggested��to��populate��years��4��and��5��so��
departments��are��aware��of��upcoming��renewals��well��in��advance.��������

�ƒ The��committee��will��meet��with��deans��to��discuss��annual��program��reviews.��To��streamline��and��focus��the��
conversation,��the��format��this��year��will��be��a��panel��discussion��with��guiding��questions.����

�ƒ Curriculum��Development��(CD)��Fund��proposals��are��due��on��February��17.��Adjudication��will��take��place��on��
March��9.��It��was��noted��that��the��Service��Innovation��and��Enhancement��Fund��(SIEF)��has��been��adjudicated;��
notices��will��be��sent��out��this��week.��

8. STUDENT��REPORT��

�ƒ S.��Nielsen��reported��that��SUVCC��is��pleased��that��efforts��are��underway��to��continue��the��Interpreting��
Services��Diploma��program,��for��which��there��is��great��social��need.��

9. CHAIR��REPORT����

�ƒ A.��Sellwood��delivered��N.��Mandryk’s��report.��

N.��Mandryk��and��T.��Rowlatt��met��with��members��of��the��Registrar’s��Office��to��discuss��the��possibility��of��an��
expedited��governance��approval��process��for��curriculum��changes��in��specific��cases,��where��a��technically��
“major”��change��has��only��a��minor��impact��(e.g.,��rearranging��learning��outcomes��between��courses).��No��
decisions��hav� � a � �withonly��a
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Decision��Note��

PREPARED��FOR:�� Education��Council��

DATE:�� March��7,��2023��

ISSUE:�� Duolingo��English��Language��Assessment��
��
BACKGROUND:��

On��March��20,��2020,��Education��Council��approved��a��pilot��program��to��accept��the��online��Duolingo��English��Test��
as��an��alternative��way��to��assess��English��Language��Proficiency.��This��decision��provided��a��means��for��English��
language��assessments��to��continue��despite��the��temporary��closure��of��the��VCC��Assessment��Centre.��

The��minimum��scores��used��during��the��pilot��phase��were��reviewed��by��the��Registrar’s��Office��in��consultation��
with��faculty��from��the��English��as��an��Additional��Language��department,��College��and��Career��Access,��and��
Humanities.��The��Assessment��Centre��also��provided��feedback��on��the��Duolingo��test��in��comparison��to��other��
assessment�� L4 0
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DECISION��NOTE��

��
PREPARED��FOR:�� Education��Council��
��
DATE:� � � � � � March��7,��2023��
��
ISSUE:� � � � � �
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��
DECISION��NOTE��

��
PREPARED��FOR:�� Education��Council��
��
DATE:� � � � � � March��7,��2023��
��
ISSUE:� � � � � � Renewal��of��Medical��Transcription��and��Documentation��Editing��Certificate����
� � � � � � program��
��
BACKGROUND:��
The��Applied��Business��department��is��proposing��extensive��revisions��to��the��Medical��Transcription��and��
Documentation��Editing��Certificate��program��(formerly��Medical��Transcriptionist).��The��program��went��
through��renewal��in��2021/22��and��identified��a��number��of��updates��needed��to��reflect��industry��changes��and��
expectations.��In��addition,��during��the��COVID�r19��pandemic,��the��program��switched��to��fully��online,��and��this��
delivery��mode��has��worked��very��well��for��them.��The��revised��version��will��continue��as��an��online��program,��
with��the��exception��of��some��practicum��placements��like��hospitals��and��clinics��that��require��in�rperson��
attendance.����
��

The��primary��change��is��a��greater��focus��on��document��editing��as��a��requirement��that��has��emerged��from��
industry��consultation.��This��is��also��reflected��in��the��new��name��of��the��program.����
��
DISCUSSION:��
Loney��Forde,��course��instructor,��and��Julie��Gilbert,��instructional��associate,��presented��the��proposal.��The��
Committee��found��the��curriculum��to��be��in��good��shape��and��had��a��few��recommendations:��

�x Instructional��Strategies��section��in��the��PCG:��expand��the��description��of��the��student��experience��in��
this��program.��It��was��not��clear��that��the��program��was��fully��online,��nor��that��there��are��some��
synchronous��and��asynchronous��aspects.��In��addition,��the��Committee��asked��for��language��
explaining��how��some��practicums��(e.g.,��in��hospitals)��must��be��face�rto�rface��so��that��students��know��
this��at��the��start��of��the��program.����

�x MEDC��1110��Medical��Document��Editing��is��a��new��course,��and��the��Committee��asked��for��more��
integration��of��the��medical��aspects��of��the��material,��as��the��course��description��and��outcomes��read��
more��like��a��traditional��
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